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was enough to change the loyalty of many colonists into hatred
and loathing. All this had the effect of stiffening the backs of
the American people, and Congress, now abandoning all hopes
of settlement, .save by the sword, drew up its famous
Declaration of Independence. This was the work of John
Jefferson, one of the most eloquent and patriotic members of
the Congress. In strong, tense words, glowing with the fire
of conviction, he proclaimed the divine right of the American
people to the liberty of self-government, free from the
domination of any King placed upon a throne by accident of
birth, free to work out their own destiny as a separate nation.

On July 5, 1776, a date ever memorable as the birthday of
a new nation, this historic document was read out to the
troops of the American army, and was applauded with
unbounded enthusiasm. In New York a great concourse of
citizens surged that night round the equestrian statue of
George III., and with a spontaneous outburst of democratic
passion, the emblem of British sovereignty was hurled to the
ground. Its lead was afterwards melted into bullets, to be
used by the revolutionary army against the soldiers of
the King.

There was no doubt now as to the meaning of the revolution.
It was no longer to be regarded as the disorderly violence of
rebellious citizens against their lawful rulers. Even to the
obstinate mind of King George, it was clear that the British
army in America was face to face with a foe more formidable
even than France had been in Canada. In a sudden panic
the British Government exerted its utmost efforts to send out
reinforcements, and, not relying only on its own soldiers, sent
out emissaries to European Courts to buy the help of foreign
troops to crush the revolting colonies. Several of the German
States responded to the appeal, and agreed for a good price to
act as the allies of the English hi America*

Meanwhile, with these new battalions of British and
German troops already on their way across the Atlantic,
General Washington withdrew his army from Boston and